Steps To Christ

Study Guides

Chapter 1

God’s Love for Man
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Lesson Preparation
1. Memorize Genesis1:27.

“So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He
created him; male and female He created them” (NKJV)

2. Read Steps to Christ, Chapter 1.

Put in your own words, or write the passage in Chapter 1, that
best describes the theme of the chapter.

4. List several key points as you read the chapter.
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Scriptures (NKJV)

1. How did God show His love for all people?
John 3:16. “For God so loved the world that He His only
begotten , that whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life.”

2. How did God bestow His love upon us?
1 John 3:1. “Behold what manner of love the Father has
bestowed on us, that we should be called ...

3. How is God described?
1 John 4:7, 8. “"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of
God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
®*He who does not love does not know God, for ”

4. How has God described Himself?
Exodus 34:6, 7. “® And the LORD before him and proclaimed,

‘The LORD, the LORD, and : ,
and abounding in and ,’keeping for
thousands, iniquity and transgression and sin, . . ."

5. How was God’s love manifested?
1 John 4:9. “In this the love of God was manifested toward us,
that God has His only begotten into the , that we
might live through Him.”
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6.

10.

11.

How is love described?
1 Corinthians 13:4-8. “‘Love long and is ;
love does not ; love does not itself, is not
up; °does not behave , does not

. is not , thinks no - ®does not
rejoice in iniquity, but in the ;7 all
things, all things, all things, all
things. ®Love "

What was our condition when God loved us?
Romans 5:8. “But God demonstrates His own love toward us,
in that while we were still , Christ died for us."

How do we develop God’s type of love?
1 John 2:5. “But whoever , truly the love of
God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.”

How is God’s love perfected in us?

1 John 4:12. “No one has seen God at any time. If we love one
another, , and His love has been perfected
in us.”

What cannot exist where perfect love is?

1 John 4:18. “There is no in love; but perfect love casts
out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has
not been made perfect in love.”

Why do we love God?
1 John 4:19. “We love Him because
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12.

13.

14.

15.

What type of love does God have?

Jeremiah 31:3. “The LORD has appeared of old to me, saying:
‘Yes, | have loved you with an ; Therefore
with | have drawn you.”

Who loves like Jesus?
John 15:9. “As the loved Me, | also have loved you;
abide in My love.”

What do we comprehend when Christ dwells in our
hearts?

Ephesians 3:17-19. “'"that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
®*may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the
width and length and depth and height—'"?to know the

which ; that you may be
filled with all the fullness of God.”

What cannot the true Christian be separated from?
Romans 8:38, 39. “*®For | am persuaded that neither death nor
life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present
nor things to come, **nor height nor depth, nor any other
created thing, shall be able to separate us from the

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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Study Questions
1. What two things testify of God’s love? (Paragraph 1).

2. Why did God allow trials and difficulties? (2).

3. What in nature reveals God’s love? (1-3).

4. What reveals the character of God? (4).

5. How do earthly relationships represent God'’s love? (5).

6. How has Satan sought to picture God? (5).

7. Why did Jesus come to live among men? (5).
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8. Who was Jesus to reveal? (6).

9. What was the work of Christ? (7).

10. What character traits were revealed in every act of His life? (7).

11. What did God do to reach our wants? (7).

12. List several methods Jesus used in dealing with people. (8).

13. Why did Jesus live, suffer and die? (10).

14. What broke the heart of Jesus? (10).

15. Why did God give Jesus to redeem us? (11).
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16. Why could only Jesus accomplish our redemption? (13).

17. What is the duration of Jesus’ ties with mankind? (14).

18. The sacrifice of Christ does what three things for mankind?
(14).

19. What special position may the redeemed occupy? (15).

20. What thought has a subduing power upon the soul and brings
the mind in captivity to the will of God? (16).

21. As we study the divine character in the light of the cross, what
do we see? (16).
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Thought Questions

1. Why is understanding God'’s love essential to the plan of
salvation?

2. How would you describe God’s love?

3. How is God’s love different from that which humans give?

4. How do our human relationships affect our perception of God’s
love?

5. How does our relationship with God affect our perception of love
we receive from others?

6. Do we love by thinking or through the emotions?

7. In what way has God'’s love appeared most often in my life?
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8. How can | know God loves ME?

9. Islove an action or a response? Is love learned?

10. How do you explain God’s love with all the bad things that
happen to people?

11. How can my love for God and love for others increase?

12. How do you relate to someone who loves you for selfish
reasons?

13. How is it possible to love others who do bad things to you?

14. Does the God pictured in the Old Testament love differently
than the God of the New Testament?
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15. How should | love God?

16. In a list of important things, where is 1 Corinthians 137

17. What part do training and discipline have in love?

18. How are feelings and the principle of love different?

19. [Add your questions].
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Problem Solving

The following person is the oldest of three children, and is a third
generation Christian. He was baptized at twelve years of age as a
result of attending a Christian school. Both parents are faithful
church members, and very successful in their work. This person
who is now twenty-two years old has fallen into sin, and is struggling
with doubts that God could love him because of his sin. He tries to
pray, but has no evidence that God hears or cares about the
problem. How could you use the principles from this chapter or
other sources to help solve this spiritual problem?

Notes: (You might work with the following information: causes,
options, solutions, decisions, scriptures that apply).
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QUIZ - 1

Select True or False according to the reference:

1. OT OQF Satan pictures God as watching for us to error, so
that he may visit judgments upon us. (SC 1.5).

OT OF God loves us because we love Him. (1 John 4:19).
OT OF Godislove. (1 John 4:8).

O T O F Earthly relationships can perfectly represent God's
love. (SC 1.5).

5. OT QOF Love, mercy and compassion were revealed in
every act of Jesus' life. (SC 1.7).

Use one or more words to answer the following:

6. List one method of love Jesus used with people. (SC 1.8).

7. List one thing that describes or defines the principle of love.
(1 Corinthians 13:4-8).

8. List one thing in nature that reveals the love of God. (SC 1.1-3).
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9. Describe what we see when we study the divine character in
the light of the cross. (SC 1.16).

10. What was our condition when God commended His love
toward us? (Romans 5:8).

Select the radio button of the best answer according to the text.

11. How long will Jesus have ties to the human race? (SC 1.14).

O Until the second coming

(O Throughout eternity

(O Until the end of the millennium
QO As long as the 7 last plagues

12. How do we perfect Gods love? (SC 1.14).
(O By being a diligent Bible student.
(O By fully using our spiritual gifts.
(O By responding to the help of angels.
O By keeping God's word.
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Chapter 1 |

13. What cannot exist where love is? (1 John 4:18).

14.

15.

O Trust
(O Kindness
O Justice

O Fear

Why was Jesus the only one who could redeem us? (SC 1.13).

Complete the following passage:

"The matchless love of God for a world that did not love Him!

The thought has a
the into captivity to the

upon the soul, and brings
" (SC 1.16).
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